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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                              February 7, 2018 
 
 
 
‘Faculty Coffee with the President’ series to begin this month 
 
Later this month, President Jerry Gilbert will 
begin hosting a series of informal discussions 
with faculty. The series, called “Faculty 
Coffee with the President,” will include at 
least three programs each semester, with each 
program offering 12-15 faculty members the 
opportunity to participate. 
 
The discussions will focus on a variety of 
timely higher education topics, and President 
Gilbert will distribute articles to the 
participants in advance as a way to jump-start 
the discussions. Possible topics for this 
semester include free speech on campus, 
faculty collegiality, campus climate for 
students, student and faculty evaluations, and 
relationship boundaries for faculty. 
 
“We are not necessarily trying to solve a 
problem, but just have a discussion,” said 
Gilbert. “It will be an opportunity for me to 
get to know faculty members better and for us 
to interact in an informal, casual setting.” 
 
Participation in the discussion groups will be balanced so at least one faculty member from each 
college will have the opportunity to participate in every event. Faculty members may voluntarily 
request to have a seat in the discussion by contacting the Office of the President. If the response 
for any session is greater than the available seats, a waiting list will be established. 
 
The first “Faculty Coffee with the President” will be Monday, Feb. 19, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. in 
Drinko Library 426. Dates for the following events will Tuesday, March 6, and Wednesday, 
March 28, at the same time and location. 
 
To request consideration to be included in one of the discussions, please call Cora Pyles at 304-
696-2300. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PEIA Announces Schedule for Expedited Public Hearings 
 
The Governor has requested the Public Employees Insurance Agency (PEIA) Finance Board to 
consider a change to its FY19 financial plan to evaluate using the average salary income for two 
spouses who are both public employees covered by PEIA instead of total family income. 
 
Under this proposal, if both spouses are public employees and are covered by PEIA, with one 
spouse being covered as a dependent, the total of both salaries will be added together and divided 
by two to determine their salary index code. This change will affect the premium structure of the 
plan. This is the only issue that will be discussed at the public hearings.  
 
The public hearings will be held as follows: 
 
DATE and CITY LOCATION 
 
 
 
Monday, February 12, 2018 — Charleston 
 
University of Charleston,  
 
Geary Student Union Ballroom, 
 
2300 MacCorkle Ave., SE 
 
 
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 — Morgantown 
 
West Virginia University 
 
The Erickson Alumni Center 
 
One Alumni Drive 
 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 — Beckley 
 
Tamarack Conference Center, 
 
One Tamarack Place 
 
 
Hearings will be conducted from 6 to 8 p.m. at each location. Registration will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
Those requesting to speak at the hearing must indicate that at registration. Speakers will be 
limited to five minutes each, and comments will be limited to the one topic noted above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President’s high school tour to continue to 12 more schools 
 
Building upon the last year’s success, President Gilbert has made plans to take his “The Rest of 
Your Life Begins at Marshall University” high school tour to 12 more schools this month, 
including stops in Kanawha, Clay, Wayne, Mingo, Wirt, Wood, Jackson and Mason counties. 
 
The recruitment tour, which kicked off in late November, focuses on connecting the university 
directly with students at area high schools. Faculty and students leaders will be traveling with 
Gilbert. Marshall admissions staff also will be present to collect applications and answer 
students’ questions. Marshall University’s Director of Athletics Mike Hamrick will join the 
president on Wednesday, Feb. 7, for visits to Sissonville, Herbert Hoover and Clay County high 
schools. 
 
“It is unbelievable the amount of positive feedback we are receiving from this tour—our faculty, 
staff and students, as well as community leaders, principals, school counselors and proud alumni 
are all engaged and supportive of this direct effort to connect with our state’s high school 
students,” said Gilbert. “I have certainly enjoyed speaking with students, educators, 
administrators and staff from across the region. 
 
“Marshall University has so much to offer students—more than 100 top-quality educational 
programs, an accessible and beautiful campus, and about 230 recognized student organizations, 
just to name a few of the Marshall advantages. We have something for every student, and 
students don’t have to travel hours away or spend money they don’t have to get an extraordinary 
educational experience. Marshall University can provide every opportunity and benefit of larger 
schools, plus we have faculty and staff who care about each student’s success, with campuses 
close to home but far enough away for students to gain their independence and grow.” 
 
With these recently added dates, Gilbert will have visited a total of 38 schools in Boone, Cabell, 
Clay, Jackson, Kanawha, Lincoln, Logan, Mason, Mingo, Putnam, Raleigh, Wayne, Wirt and 
Wood counties. 
 
Gilbert and former Marshall football Coach Bob Pruett also visited several Raleigh County 
schools in late September. Additional tour dates will be released in the coming weeks. 
 
Gilbert added, “I am excited to continue my travels with members of the Marshall family. 
Marshall University has so much to be proud of and it is truly a pleasure to share our amazing 
story with potential future sons and daughters of Marshall.” 
 
  
High School Tour Dates 
 
Please Note:  More schools may be added. 
 
Media’s onsite contact will be Sara Payne Scarbro, 304-417-0938. 
 
  
Wednesday, Feb. 7  
 
• 9 a.m. – Sissonville High School, 6100 Sissonville Dr., Charleston 
• 11:30 a.m. – Herbert Hoover High School, 5090 Elk River Road, Elkview 
• 2 p.m. – Clay County High School, 1 Panther Dr., Clay 
 
Monday, Feb. 12  
 
• 9:30 a.m. – Tolsia High School, 1 Rebel Dr., Fort Gay 
• Noon – Tug Valley High School, 555 Panther Ave., Williamson 
• 1:30 p.m. – Mingo Central Comprehensive High School, 1000 King Coal Highway, Delbarton 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 13  
 
• 9 a.m. – Williamstown High School, 219 5th, Williamstown 
• 10 a.m. – Wirt County High School, 431 Mulberry St., Elizabeth 
• 2 p.m. – Ravenswood High School, 100 Plaza Dr., Ravenswood 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 14  
 
• 9 a.m. – Hannan High School, 1 Wildcat Way, Ashton 
• 10:45 a.m. – Point Pleasant High School, 280 Scenic Dr., Point Pleasant 
• 2 p.m. – Wahama High School, 1 White Falcon Dr., Mason 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to present ‘Music from Theresienstadt’ at B’Nai 
Sholom Synagogue 
 
The School of 
Music will present 
“Music from 
Theresienstadt” at 
3 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 11, at B’nai 
Sholom 
Synagogue, 949 
10th Ave. The 
concert will feature 
music composed 
by Holocaust 
victims at 
Theresienstadt 
ghetto, a Nazi 
concentration 
camp. Along with 
the musical 
performance, 
Professor Dr. 
Elizabeth Reed 
Smith will speak 
about the historic circumstances surrounding the musical compositions, and art works will be 
displayed as well. 
 
The program will be presented as part of the College of Arts and Media’s 2018 Birke Fine Arts 
Symposium, a series of artistic events which goes on Feb. 3 through March 1 and explores the 
theme “What’s Next: the Arts in Times of Adversity.” The entire symposium schedule can be 
found online at www.marshall.edu/cam/birke/. 
 
This concert will feature Smith on the violin, as well as Bernard Di Gregorio on the viola, 
Andrea Di Gregorio on the cello and mezzo-soprano Emily Capece. 
 
For more information, contact Smith by e-mail at smither@marshall.edu or by phone at 304-696-
6609. 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Chicago’ comes to town Monday 
 
Broadway’s 
record-
breaking, 
Tony 
Award-
winning 
Musical 
Smash 
CHICAGO is 
coming to 
town! Presented by First Sentry Bank, CHICAGO will be performed at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 12. With a legendary book by Fred 
Ebb and Bob Fosse, music by John Kander and lyrics by Fred Ebb, CHICAGO is now the #1 
longest-running American musical in Broadway history — and it still shows no sign of ever 
slowing down! 
 
Produced by Barry and Fran Weissler, this triumphant hit musical is the recipient of six Tony 
Awards®, one of which was for best musical revival; two Olivier Awards; a Grammy® and 
thousands of standing ovations. Praised by critics and audiences alike, CHICAGO has earned its 
spot in the Broadway musical canon. Time Magazine declares the musical “a triumph” and 
Entertainment Weekly calls CHICAGO “Broadway’s most electrifying show.” Songs from the 
hit musical include “Cell Block Tango,” “All that Jazz,” “When You’re Good to Momma,” “Me 
and My Baby” and “Razzle Dazzle.” 
 
CHICAGO whisks you back to the 1920s in the Windy City to see Roxie Hart, a housewife and 
nightclub dancer who murders her side-man after he threatens to leave her. After being arrested, 
Roxie meets the six “merry murderesses” at the Cook County Jail, including Velma Kelly, her 
rival cellmate. Desperate to avoid conviction, Roxie hires Chicago’s slickest criminal lawyer to 
twist her crime in to a publicity opportunity by way of sensational headlines. As for what 
happens next and all that jazz? You’ll just have to be there to believe it. 
 
Ticket prices for CHICAGO are $97.87/81.50/70.58/64.04. Contact the Marshall Artists Series 
Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit the 
box office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the Huntington campus. Box office 
hours are Monday through Friday, noon to 5 p.m. 
 
This performance is also sponsored by Dinsmore, Marshall Health, Dr. Christopher and Mrs. 
Tammy Hugh, Kendall-York Dentistry, Intercultural Affairs at Marshall University, KEE 100, 
B97, WSAZ, the Herald-Dispatch and Marshall University. 
 
 
 
 
 
MUIT Warns of Tax Identity Theft Scams 
 
Marshall University Information Technology (MUIT) reminds the Marshall community to be on 
the look-out for tax identity theft scams this time of year. 
 
Many federal agencies offer information and resources to help consumers learn to protect 
themselves from tax-related identity theft and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) imposter scams. 
 
MUIT along with the National Cybersecurity & Communications Integration Center (NCCIC) 
and the United States Computer Emergency Readiness Team (US-CERT) encourage consumers 
to review IRS publication Taxes.Security.Together. and NCCIC/US-CERT tips on Preventing 
and Responding to Identity Theft. A series of free webinars and chats focusing tax identity theft 
are available through the Federal Trade Commission, IRS, Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
others. 
 
For more information about Information Security at Marshall University please visit 
www.marshall.edu/infosec. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to present events exploring Appalachian identity 
 
Marshall is presenting a series of events exploring Appalachian identity as part of the Birke Fine 
Arts Symposium.. 
 
“Appalachian Narratives: Notes on Identity” is a series of events and a monthlong photography 
exhibit that bring together creatives from central Appalachia who are directly involved in 
transforming the dominant narrative about Appalachia through film, art, music and writing. 
Through these media, they contextualize their own processes for storytelling and share their 
Appalachian experience. 
 
The first session took place last evening. Remaining sessions will include: 
  
 
 
Film Screenings  
 
Mabel Parker Hardison Smith (1985) and Evelyn Williams (1995) 
 
Appalachian Narratives: Notes on Identity 
 
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13 
 
Visual Arts Center, 927 3rd Ave., room 209 
 
  
 
Poetry Readings 
 
Speaking of Appalachia 
 
Readings by by Affrilachian poet Crystal Good, alongside local poets and writers, with musical 
performances by local musicians including Zack Kouns, KerryErin Coats, Delaney McLemore 
and others. 
 
8 to 10 p.m. 
 
The Cellar Door, 905 3rd Ave. 
  
 
 
Audio-Visual Performance 
 
Shawnee, Ohio, by Brian Harnetty 
 
Appalachian Narratives: Notes on Identity 
 
6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 15 
 
Smith Hall, Room 143 
  
 
 
Photography Exhibition 
 
How to Get Home Again by Roger May 
 
Appalachian Narratives: Notes on Identity 
 
5 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22 
 
Smith Hall, Birke Art Gallery 
  
 
“This program is conceived as a monthlong series of film screenings, readings of poetry and 
literature, and a photography exhibit, which culminate with a final discussion panel of 
Appalachian creatives who discuss their process of telling stories which articulate Appalachian 
narratives,” said Daniel Dean, an assistant professor of art and design at Marshall. “Workshops 
and studio visits with students by panel participants leading up to the panel will convey practical 
skills and critique, respectively. Some events, such as an off-campus poetry reading and music 
performance, are intended to connect with the greater Huntington and regional community.” 
 
This time of economic transition is an opportunity to shift this region’s narrative, he said. 
 
“The focus will shift throughout the month of February but will connect DIY self-publishing and 
media efforts from the Kentucky-founded Affrilachian poetry movement, Queer Appalachia, 
Appalshop, and regional films,” said Tijah Bumgarner, co-presenter and assistant professor in 
the School of Journalism and Mass Communication. “As we look into the moments of upheaval 
in the Appalachian region, these selected presenters and artists propose an alternative view for 
future discussion of Appalachia through their work.” 
 
The Birke Fine Arts Symposium is a monthlong celebration of local and regional art that began 
Feb. 3 and continues through March 1. 
 
The Birke Fine Arts Symposium is presented by the Marshall University College of Arts and 
Media and made possible by the generosity of Mrs. Helen Birke and her daughter, Julie, through 
the Birke Fine Arts Symposium Endowment. The entire symposium schedule can be found 
online at http://www.marshall.edu/cam/birke/.  For more information, contact Daniel Dean at 
daniel.dean@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
  
Black History Month sponsors: Marshall University Libraries, Birke Fine Arts Symposium, 
The Carter G. Woodson Lyceum, MU School of Medicine, Department of Psychology, 
Academic Affairs, College of Arts and Media, College of Education and Professional 
Development, Maple Grove Society, Simon Perry Center for Constitutional Democracy, WV 
Office of Minority Affairs, WV Humanities Council, Center for African American Students, 
National Panhellenic Council, Student Affairs, PanAfrican Student Organization, African-
American Student Organization, A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series, Marshall Artist Series, 
President’s Commission for Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion, U.S. Corps of Engineers, 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, and Office of Intercultural Affairs. 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Thursday, Feb. 1 
 
Go Red for Women | 8 p.m.| Marshall Recreation Center 
 
Bringing attention to the leading killer of women, heart disease and stroke. A “heart pumping” 
night of fun, fellowship and exercise. Wear Red. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 1 
 
UNITY | 6 p.m. | Memorial Fountain 
 
Students and staff are encouraged to wear African and/or urban inspired clothing or all black to 
kick-off Black History Month. Group photos will be taken at the Memorial Fountain. 
 
Friday, Feb. 2 
 
Code Black: Lock-In | 8:30 p.m.-12 a.m. | Center for African American Students, MSC IW25 
 
Students are invited to a lock-in to enjoy food, games and movies. 
 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
 
Carter G. Woodson Annual Soul Food Feast | 2 p.m. | MSC, John Marshall Dining Room 
 
Chitterlings, ribs, collard greens, and many other traditional African American dishes. $7 
students-$15 Adults. For advance tickets, call 304-696-4677. 
 
Monday, Feb. 5 
 
Lecture: The Glenwood Project, Charleston WV Slave Histories | 4 p.m. | Drinko Library 
Atrium 
 
Lecture by Dr. Luke Eric Lassiter, Director of Graduate Humanities Program. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 7 
 
Black In America | 4 – 5:30 p.m. | MSC 2W16 
 
Student, faculty and community panel discussion on race in America. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 7 
 
Black HIV/Aids Awareness Day | MSC 1W25 and BW14 
 
“Stay the Course, the Fight is Not Over” Center for African American Students and LGBTQ+ 
Office promoting education, testing, and awareness. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 8 
 
Black History Month Readings | 7 p.m. | MSC, Shawkey Dining Room 
 
Readings by DaMaris B. Hill, novelist and digital poet and Bernard Grant, fiction writer and 
essayist. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 8 
 
Black History and Bible | 6:30 p.m. | MSC, Don Morris Room 
 
Acclaimed rap artist and ordained minister, Zaydok the Godhop of MC (Hogmob Ministries) 
rapping and speaking on the conditions and role of the church during post slavery, civil rights 
era, and post periods. 
 
Saturday, Feb. 10 
 
Carter G. Woodson, life and history presentation | 2 p.m. | Cabell County Public Library 
 
Burnis R. Morris, the Carter G. Woodson Professor of Journalism and Mass Communications at 
Marshall. 
 
Monday, Feb. 12 
 
Chicago….The Musical | 7:30 p.m. | Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
 
Six Tony Awards, two Olivier Awards, a Grammy and #1 longest running American Musical in 
Broadway History. A globally acclaimed tale of fame, fortune and jazz. 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 
 
Appalachian Narratives: Notes on Identity | 6 – 8 p.m. |Visual Arts Center, 927 3rd Ave. 
Room 209 
 
Readings by Affrilachian poet Crystal Good. Films: Mabel Parker Hardison Smith, 1985 and 
Evelyn Williams, 1995. Films directed by Anne Lewis and introduced by Burnis R. Morris, 
Carter G. Woodson Professor. 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 
 
Speaking of Appalachia | 8 – 10 p.m. | Cellar Door (905 3rd Ave.) 
 
Poetry readings by Affrilachian poet Crystal Good, alongside local poets and writers, with 
musical performances by local musicians including Zack Kouns, KerryErin Coats, Delaney 
McLemore and others. 
  
 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 
 
MarshALL is Open to All | Noon – 2 p.m. | MSC Lobby 
 
Celebratory and informational event. Sponsored by the President’s Commission for Diversity, 
Equality, and Inclusion. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 
 
200th Anniversary Celebration of the life and legacy of Frederick Douglas | 4 p.m. | MSC, 
Don Morris Room 
 
Presentation and Reenactment of the 1845 Douglas speech, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of 
July.” Professor Robert Levine, University of Maryland and actor Phil D. Wallace. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 
 
Unwind and Create: Love Jones | 4- 5:30 p.m. | MSC, Shawkey Dining Room 
 
Evening of painting and light refreshments with smooth of R&B and Jazz. Students are 
encouraged to bring art to display. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 15 
 
Reading: MLK, Jr. “Letter from Birmingham Jail” | 11:30 a.m. |U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Huntington, WV 
 
Reading by Maurice Cooley, Assoc. V.P., Office of Intercultural Affairs. 
 
Friday, Feb. 16 
 
Poverty Simulation | 10 a.m.-2 p.m. | MSC, Don Morris Room 
 
An interactive experience allowing participants to step into real life situations of others via role-
plays. Visit jcesom.marshall.edu/diversity to register. 
 
Friday, Feb. 16 
 
PanAfrican Student Organization (PASA) Mixer | 7 p.m. | MSC, BE-5 
 
A night of cultural music, fashion, and art. 
 
Saturday, Feb. 17 
 
Ebony Ball | 7:30 p.m. | MSC, BE5 
 
Dance and mingle the night away, crowning Mr. and Miss Ebony Ball. Formal Attire requested. 
Contact Shaunte Polk at polk4@marshall. edu or MSC-IW25 for ticket information. 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 
 
Amazing Grace, The Broadway Musical | 7:30 p.m. | Keith-Albee Performing Art Center 
 
Giving birth of the abolitionist movement, capturing the spirit of freedom, featuring the 
celebrated hymnal of all time, “Amazing Grace.” 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 
 
Family Feud Style Black History Quiz Bowl | 7 p.m. | MSC, BE5 
 
Topics include activists, music, poetry, performing, athletics, political leaders, and more. Teams 
of 6 contact polk4@marshall.edu to register. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 21 
 
Lecture and presentation by Dr. Carla Hayden, 14 Librarian of Congress | 4 p.m. | Joan C. 
Edwards Performing Arts Center 
 
First African American and first woman appointed to this position. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 22 
 
The Mis-Education of the Negro, Revisited (Carter G. Woodson) |3 p.m. | Drinko Library 
Atrium 
 
The Mis-Education of the Negro, Carter G. Woodson’s most famous book, will be revisited in a 
roundtable discussion by Marshall students seeking 21st-century implications. Copies of the 
book are available on reserve at the Drinko Library Circulation Desk. Please ask a Circulation 
Desk staff member to checkout a copy. The book is also available in eBook format from the MU 
Libraries eBook collection. Please speak with a librarian if you have questions about accessing 
the eBook. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 22 
 
DWB (Drug War on Blacks) | 5-7 p.m. | MSC, Shawkey Dining Room 
 
Students will watch scenes from the documentaries Heroin(e) and 13th and discuss how the 
crack epidemic was handled in comparison to the heroin crisis. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 22 
 
Strange Fruit: The Scottsboro Case and Its Global Impact | 6:30 p.m. | Drinko Library 402 
 
Dr. Andrew Lee, New York University, will present a Black History Month Lecture entitled 
“Strange Fruit: The Scottsboro Case and Its Global Impact.” 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 23 
 
Marshall University Annual Diversity Breakfast | 7:30 a.m. | MSC, Don Morris Room 
 
An inspiring annually celebrated morning dedicated to the importance of global diversity. 2018 
Theme: Diversity of Gifts. Table reservations are required. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 23 
Trap Karaoke | 6 – 8 p.m. | MSC, BE5 
 
Night of karaoke with a mix of AA inspired genres…. Taking Over 99-2000’s and “Pretty Girls 
Love Trap”. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 26 
 
Society of Black Scholars Service Learning Project Presentations | 7 p.m. |MSC, BE5 
 
Part I. Confederate Statues, Monuments, and Symbols. Identification, history, origin and 
opinions. 
 
Part II. Strong Black Women…the Truth or Stereotype. Covering black history of this 
psychosocial construct and the impact on millennial Black women of today. Reception to follow. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 
 
The BLACK Out 
 
Students and staff encouraged to wear black to end Black History Month. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 
 
Lecture: Drumming and Sankofa | 4 p.m. | MSC, Don Morris Room 
 
Our Story of Black/White Woodson Family Reconciliation with Applied Ethnomusicology in 
Ghana, West Africa by Dr. Craig Woodson, Woodson relative and ethnomusicologist. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 
 
Black Card Revoked | 6 – 8 p.m. | MSC, Shawkey Dining Room 
 
Win prizes during a game show themed evening similar to the popular card game “Black Card 
Revoked.” Students are encouraged to wear black in support of the last day of Black History 
month. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 
 
African Americans in War Times | 2 p.m. | VA Medical Center 
 
Keynote address by Maurice Cooley, Assoc. V.P. Office of Intercultural Affairs 
 
  
BLACK HISTORY MONTH DAILY EVENTS 
 
Book Display Celebrating Black History Month | Morrow Library 
 
Display will include Black Americans in Congress, Public Papers of President Obama, Talk that 
Music Talk, Family Recipes of Black American Chefs and more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to host free FAFSA workshop for local students 
 
The university is 
hosting a free “It’s 
FAFSA Time” 
financial aid 
workshop on the 
Huntington campus 
for local students and 
their families who 
need assistance in 
filing the 2018-19 
FAFSA. The event 
takes place from 10 
a.m to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, in 
the Office of Student 
Financial Assistance 
(SFA) in Old Main, 
Room 116. 
 
Nadine Hamrick, interim director of the university’s Office of SFA, said filling out the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is perceived by many as being complicated and 
time-consuming, but office staff members want students and families to know they are here to 
help make the process easy and quick. 
 
“We want to make sure students complete their FAFSA by the various deadlines,” Hamrick said. 
“Our students definitely do not want to miss out on this helpful opportunity.” 
 
The FAFSA completion deadlines are approaching for PROMISE, which is March 1, and the 
West Virginia Higher Education Grant, which is April 15. 
 
“We hope hosting this event in our office will get students familiar with us and the process,” 
Hamrick said. “They need to know financial aid is a conversation they can have on any campus 
without hesitation.” 
 
In preparation for the workshop, Hamrick said the student and parent should create an FSA ID at 
https://fsaid.ed.gov, which gives them access to Federal Student Aid’s online systems and can 
serve as their legal signature. She said parents and students should bring their FSA ID, 2016 tax 
information and/or income information, social security numbers and driver’s licenses to the 
workshop. 
 
“It’s FAFSA Time” is sponsored by the Office of Student Financial Assistance, the Heart of 
Appalachia Talent Search (HATS) program and the Office of Student Support Services. Contact 
sfa@marshall.edu by e-mail to learn more. 
 
This free event is open to prospective students, current students and the community at large. For 
more information, visit http://www.marshall.edu/sfa/its-fafsa-time. 
 
 
  
 
Marshall to participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count 
 
For the first time, Marshall University will 
participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count, a 
worldwide citizen science project that encourages 
members of the public to collect data on wild 
birds and to display their results online. 
 
Founded in 1998 by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and the National Audubon Society, 
the event takes place internationally Feb. 16 to 
19, and Marshall will host two events as part of 
the project. Kim Dingess, a birder and director of 
Danta, Conservation of the Tropics, will give an 
informal lecture from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, in room 376 of the Science Building. She will discuss the Great Backyard Bird Count 
and offer tips on how to identify local birds. At 8 a.m. Saturday, Feb 17, members of the 
Marshall and greater Huntington community are invited to meet by the fountain in Ritter Park to 
identify the birds in the park. 
 
People of all ages and levels of bird expertise are invited to participate and are encouraged to 
bring binoculars if they have them. 
 
Last year, the participants of the Great Backyard Bird Count represented over 100 countries and 
counted over 6,200 species of birds. Learn more about the international event at 
http://gbbc.birdcount.org. 
 
The local event is sponsored by West Virginia Science Adventures and the Marshall University 
College of Science. For more information, contact Dr. Suzanne Strait at 
WVScienceAdventures@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Marshall University Bridal and Special Event Expo set 
for Feb. 18 
 
The second annual Marshall University 
Bridal and Special Event Expo is set 
for noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at 
the Memorial Student Center on the 
Huntington campus. 
 
The event is an opportunity to tour 
Marshall’s newly renovated celebration 
venues and meet a variety of local 
vendors — like Rose Tree Boutique 
and Skeffington’s tuxedo company, 
photographers and videographers, cosmetics and beauty companies, travel agencies, and other 
companies covering DJ and limousine services, catering, party equipment and more. 
 
Whether people are planning a wedding or another special celebration, the event is a wonderful 
chance to check out the Memorial Student Center’s venue options, said William “Tootie” Carter, 
business manager for Memorial Student Center operations. 
 
“Marshall University is known throughout the state for many great things, but we really are one 
of the area’s best kept secrets when it comes to our facilities and what they can offer to our 
community,” Carter said. “We have newly renovated rooms that would be perfect for a small 
holiday party or even a large wedding.” 
 
Sodexo catering will be featured, along with a live radio remote by Kindred Communications. 
Both are sponsors of the expo. 
 
Admission is free for Marshall students and $5 for other guests. 
 
Learn more at marshall.edu/bridalexpo or contact Carter at by phone at 304-696-2528 or by e-
mail at carterw@marshall.edu. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Med School Diversity awards open for nominations; ceremony 
is March 29 
 
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine’s Office of Diversity and Inclusion is hosting its very 
first Awards Ceremony on Thursday, March 29, in the Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall on the 
Huntington campus from 6 to 8 p.m. 
 
Nominations are being accepted online until Friday, Feb. 23, at 
http://jcesom.marshall.edu/diversity. Free ticket registration is available online at 
http://ODIawards.eventbrite.com. 
 
 
Click to view flyer. 
 
Click to view further nomination information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AAA membership available to employees 
 
William “Tootie” Carter, business manager for 
the Memorial Student Center,  has announced 
plans to provide employees with substantially 
discounted rates for membership in AAA. 
 
“Your AAA membership will be effective April 
30, 2018,” Carter said.  “For current members, 
the discount represents a savings of $5.00 for 
basic membership (normally $51.00).  New 
members will save an additional $10.00 off 
new membership dues (normally $61) because AAA is waiving the $10 enrollment fee.  You 
must reside within the AAA East Central (club 215) service area.” 
 
Further details and an application may be downloaded at 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/AAAMembership.pdf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Journalism and Mass Communications invites Hall of 
Fame nominations 
 
Marshall’s W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications (SOJMC) is seeking 
nominations for its upcoming Hall of Fame class. 
 
“Our call to nominations each years is such a highlight because it’s an opportunity to be 
reminded of the successes of our graduates,” SOJMC Director Janet Dooley said. “It marks the 
breadth of talent that has generated from the school and spread to so many different parts of the 
globe.” 
 
The Hall of Fame was established in the 1970s and currently has 58 people enshrined. Last year, 
Pulitzer Prize winner John Hackworth, Chris Stadelman, Dave Wellman, Susan Lavenski and 
Sean Callebs were inducted during a ceremony that drew more than 200 guests. 
 
“The SOJMC has alumni doing great work in every form of mass communication, and we want 
to make sure some of those are properly recognized at their alma mater,” said Chris Dickerson, 
president of the SOJMC Alumni Advisory Board. “Our graduates are proud of their alma mater, 
and we want them – and the rest of the world – to know we are proud of them and the work they 
do. 
 
“Over the last two years, we have welcomed 10 new members to our school’s Hall of Fame. And 
now, we want to announce the acceptance of nominations for the 2018 inductions.” 
 
Potential inductees should meet at least one of two major criteria to be nominated: 
 
• Contribution(s) to Journalism and Mass Communications as a profession. The nominee has made a 
contribution to the profession of journalism or has made a positive impact upon the profession. 
• Contribution(s) to Marshall University and/or the SOJMC. The nominee, either through talent, 
treasure or activity, has made an outstanding impact upon Marshall University and/or the SOJMC. 
 
Nominations will be accepted through Thursday, March 15, 2018. Submit letters highlighting 
nominees’ accomplishments and contributions to sojmc@marshall.edu. 
 
Marshall Digital Humanities to host THATCamp 
 
Marshall University 
Digital Humanities 
will host its first 
THATCamp (The 
Humanities and 
Technologies Camp) 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, March 31, 
at the Visual Arts 
Center, 927 Third 
Ave., in downtown 
Huntington. 
 
THATCamp is a 
participant-driven 
meeting where humanists and technologists from all skill levels, disciplines and professions 
come together to discuss their interests in the digital humanities. Participants can: share their 
knowledge of digital tools and their applications to research, teaching, publishing, and archiving; 
troubleshoot or brainstorm the solution to a problem; receive feedback about ongoing projects; 
and network among fellow digital humanists. 
 
Sessions will be designed the day of the conference. Participants may propose a session, 
workshop, or activity through the camp’s blog. For further information on how or what to 
propose, visit http://marshall2018.thatcamp.org/propose/. 
 
THATCamp is intended to be non-hierarchical and participatory, spontaneous and productive, 
and accessible and unrestricted. Marshall students and employees and members of the 
surrounding community are invited. Registration is free for students and $30 for all others. It 
covers food and T-shirts. To register, visit http://marshall2018.thatcamp.org/register/. 
 
The event is sponsored by Marshall University’s Digital Humanities, the College of Liberal Arts, 
the College of Arts and Media, the College of Science, the College of Information Technology 
and Engineering, and Marshall University Libraries. 
 
Contact Dr. Kristen Lillvis by e-mail at lillvis@marshall.edu for additional information 
regarding the event or visit http://marshall2018.thatcamp.org/ and www.marshall.edu/dh. 
 
 
 
 
 
Wahjudi, Pu to participate in Educational Testing Services 
Standard-Setting Study 
 
Dr. Paulus Wahjudi and Dr. Cong Pu of the College of Information Technology and Engineering 
will join representatives from other states in the Standard-Setting Study for the Computer 
Science Praxis examination for beginning school teachers.. Standard-setting is the methodology 
used to define levels of achievement or proficiency and the cut scores corresponding to those 
levels. It is a critical component of the test development process and representatives are chosen 
based of their appropriate experience and expertise to make the necessary judgments required to 
recommend passing scores. 
 
For more information about standard setting process, 
visit https://www.ets.org/Media/Research/pdf/RD_Connections17.pdf. 
 
 
 
 
 
Safe Space training sessions to continue this semester 
 
On Jan. 25 and Jan. 29, the 
College of Education and 
Professional Development’s 
Diversity and Social Justice 
Committee sponsored Safe 
Space Training on the South 
Charleston and Huntington 
campuses, respectively. 
 
When asked about Safe Space 
Training, the facilitator, 
Shaunte Polk, stated, “Safe 
Space Training is more than a 
presentation; it is a tool that 
was designed to show our students there are people around them who are committed to making 
sure they feel safe, welcome and included on our campuses. Through these training sessions, we 
are teaching people how to become active allies by knowing trends, statistics and resources in 
our area. With every completed training we are insuring that Marshall University continues on its 
path to being an institution of people committed to diversity and inclusion.” 
 
Polk said she had such a positive response in South Charleston that she plans to conduct another 
Safe Space Training this semester.  At present, she has monthly Safe Space training sessions in 
Huntington. 
 
Dr. Sherry Early, assistant professor of leadership studies and chair of the Diversity and Social 
Justice Committee stated, “As a faculty member in South Charleston, I cannot help but smile 
when I walk the halls and see brand new Safe Space signs on office doors.” 
 
Training on the Huntington campus had a great turnout as 
well. Participants were provided with an array of 
information, which included handouts and videos. One of 
the main topics covered was the proper use of LGBTQ+ 
gender pronouns. Dr. Feon Smith-Branch, associate 
professor of adult and continuing education and member 
of the Diversity and Social Justice Committee, attended 
the training to learn more about the Safe Space Program, 
as well as the resources available to help students. Smith-
Branch said, “Learning about the many different types of 
gender pronouns was very helpful, and I’m proud to have 
received the Safe Space sign to place on my office door.” 
 
“We are so fortunate for this training resource and our 
committee encourages faculty, staff, administrators, and 
students to attend trainings or reach out to Shaunte to 
schedule a training,” Early said.  Polk can be reached at 
polk4@marshall.edu. 
 
Polk said future Huntington sessions will take place Feb 27, March 30 and April 30 at 3 p.m. in 
the Drinko Library, room 402. 
  
To learn more about the College of Education and Professional Development’s Diversity and 
Social Justice Committee, please visit: www.marshall.edu/coepd/faculty/committees/coepd-
diversity-committee/ 
 
————– 
 
Photos: Safe Space training participants on the South Charleston (above) and Huntington 
campuses. 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Pharmacy schedules Spring Preview Day 
 
The Marshall University School of Pharmacy has scheduled its semi-annual Preview Day for 
noon, Saturday, March 10, at the school located adjacent to the Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
in Huntington. 
 
“Our twice-a-year Preview Days are quite popular with potential students,” said Megan Russell, 
director of recruitment and development.  “As students begin to discover their possible career 
paths in the sciences and health care, it’s imperative to explore every avenue.  Providing area 
students an opportunity to experience Marshall’s unique active learning curriculum firsthand is a 
great way to see exactly what we offer at Marshall.” 
 
In addition to a student-led School of Pharmacy tour, the Preview Day will offer several 
sessions, including the following: 
 
• Your Future as a Pharm.D.-Career Options 
• Experience Active Learning –Classroom Interaction  
• The Admissions Process 
• Q & A with School of Pharmacy Student Ambassadors 
 
Students also will have the opportunity to visit with individuals from different departments such 
as financial aid, experiential learning, student organizations, and pharmaceutical research. 
 
The event is open to high school and college students. 
 
Registration and more information is available by e-mailing Russell at jude21@marshall.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to Host 2018 Governor’s Honors Academy 
 
For the first time in 15 years, the Governor’s Honors Academy is returning to Huntington. Made 
up of 170 outstanding West Virginia high school scholars who will be seniors in the fall, the 
three-week academy will be at Marshall July 1– 21. 
 
The 2018 GHA program at Marshall will concentrate on “Your Digital World.” Instructors will 
combine STEM topics with the arts and humanities. They’ll examine different academic areas 
that benefit from today’s technology and meld that into curriculum and activities. GHA will 
promote critical thinking as students define their paths as digital citizens. 
 
The co-deans for GHA 2018 are Cara Bailey, Yeager Scholars program coordinator, and Mallory 
Carpenter, program manager for national Sscholarships in the Honors College. 
 
Bailey says it was an opportunity to bring a great program back to Marshall for the first time 
since 2004. 
 
“There have been major changes at Marshall since 2004. First, our honors program grew into the 
Honors College.” Bailey said. “Campus has expanded with new residence halls and new 
buildings along 3rd and 5th avenues. We’re eager to showcase the best we have to offer, both in 
and out of the classroom.” 
Faculty and staff for GHA are selected to give students a specifically designed curriculum. 
Students attend workshops, classes, and a variety of extracurricular activities. 
 
Carpenter says the plan is to provide an enriching atmosphere for some of the state’s best high 
school students. 
 
“We all know how important honors students are to the future of West Virginia, and we’re 
excited to give students the opportunity to foster lasting mentorships and friendships during their 
time at GHA,” Carpenter said. “We’ve modelled our program after the same core objectives we 
have in Marshall’s Honors College, which will give students a taste of college life while 
demonstrating the level of excellence we have come to expect from honors students.” 
GHA most recently took place on West Virginia University’s campus during the summer of 
2017. 
 
Other Governor’s Schools include the Governor’s School for the Arts to be held at Marshall, the 
Governor’s School of Entrepreneurship to be held at West Virginia University, and the 
Governor’s STEM Institute which will be at WVU as well. 
 
All students applying for one of the state’s Governor’s Schools must currently reside and attend 
school in West Virginia and plan to be a student the following year. 
 
GHA is overseen by the Office of the Secretary of Education and the Arts and Secretary Gayle 
Manchin. Students selected are provided the opportunity at no cost to them or their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall music professor to be featured in British video series 
 
Marshall University Music Professor Dr. Vicki 
P. Stroeher will be featured in a video 
sponsored by the Britten-Pears Foundation 
Archives in Aldeburgh, Suffolk, United 
Kingdom. The archives began a new video 
series in January, in which different works by 
20th century English composer, Benjamin 
Britten, are featured. While visiting the archives 
in November 2017, Stroeher filmed a short 
segment on Britten’s operetta, Paul Bunyan, 
which will run on the Britten-Pears Foundation 
YouTube channel during the week of Feb. 26. 
 
Stroeher also talks about Paul Bunyan in a 
longer video that will be shown during the Britten-Pears Foundation annual exhibit, which will 
run from March to December 2018, and wrote an essay, “Britten’s American Opera” for the 
exhibition program book. 
 
A Britten specialist, Stroeher has co-edited two books on Britten, My Beloved Man: The Letters 
of Benjamin Britten and Peter Pears (2016) and Benjamin Britten Studies: Essays on an 
Inexplicit Art (2017). She has a book chapter in Literary Britten (forthcoming, 2018) and will be 
editing a book at the request of Cambridge University Press, titled Benjamin Britten in Context 
(forthcoming 2021). She is also working on a monograph about Britten’s songs and song cycles. 
 
For more information about the Britten-Pears Foundation, visit www.brittenpears.org or contact 
Stroeher at stroeherv@marshall.edu or 304-696-6437. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
INTO Marshall asks for ‘Dinner in an American Home’ 
volunteers 
 
The INTO Center would like to inform the Marshall University faculty, staff, administration and 
the Huntington community about an initiative that is offered through the center, “Dinner in an 
American Home.” This event is an opportunity for university and community members to show 
international students love and support while they are in the U.S. 
 
Our students are very excited to spend time in American homes and welcome the opportunity to 
learn more about American customs and practice their English. The commitment can be small 
(one meal, one student, one time) or recurring, with students coming to your home on a regular 
basis. You can host them for your true holiday dinners or welcome them to share a meal over the 
course of the semester or during scheduled school breaks. Fall, Winter, and Spring breaks are 
times when the university dining halls are closed and international students find themselves with 
few dining options and a very quiet campus. 
 
There is a formal application process for this initiative, so if you would like more information 
about the program and process, or would like to fill out an application then please e-mail the 
program’s coordinator, Kenny Jones at jonesken@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Feb. 14, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 12, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/February-7-2018. 
 
 
 
